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I. The Scviet Uaion nearly has restored Arab¥ arms
inventories to their pre-June 1967 levels zrd has greatiy
increased its technical assistance to the Arab armed forces. -
Despite Arab inmprovements, notably in aircraft and air defen;e,
the Israelis hold --'and prodbably will retain for the-next year
at least -- an overall military advantage.

A. Soviet military deliveries in 1968 have approximated
the pre-war raté, far below the peak reached in the months

immediately following the June war. This slowdown reflects both

the near completion of resupply and the limitations on Arab

capabilities to absorb additional equirment.

B. To date, the Soviets have replaced almost all of the
major combat equipment lost by the Arab countries, including
virtually all of fhe Jet fighters and bombers, although the level
of resupply varies from country to country.

C. In the next year or 50, Soviet deliveries pfobably
will bring Arab weapons inventories sorewhat above pre-war levels.

1. Completion of deliveries under agreements signed

before and immediately after the June war would

virtually restore the pre-war inventory levels.

* This assessrent applies to Egypt, Syria, Algeria, Iraq, and Jordan
as a group. Jordan, however, has not received any arms from the USSR.




2. Agreezerts signed in the late suwmer with the UAR
end posolbly other Arab countries erc the basip for some
expansion of lnventories -- especially of aircraft --
beyoand pre-wor levels.

D. No now types of major military equirwent are knowa
1o have been dciivc;’ed that were not alrcacdy in Arab inventorics
or esimarked for delivery prior to the June war. There are,
however, unconfirmed reports that Western observers recently
cighted SCUD ballistic migsiles in the UAR. '

4 E. - Improvements in Arab, notably Egyptiean, a.irAdefense
capabilitics through hardened ehelters for fighters, and ed@itional
airfields) low-cltitude rmdar, and conveatioral AAA have reduced
vulnerability 4o the kind of devactating first strike the Isrselis
achieved in the June var.

F. OShortcomings in armed forces training and leadership
continue to be the most sorious dravback in Arab military capabilities
vis-z-vis Icrael.

1. Corrective actious will be slow in producing -results
despite the large infusion of__SovJ.et nilitary ascistance
personnel who now total about 4,500, about triple the
number pracent prior to the June war. ™

2. These advisors are largely concentrated iu the

UAR (2,000), Algeria (1,150), end Syria (1,100).




IL. Soviet Zlect and air visitz end the use of Arab Tecilities
since the wvar edd to the éimeansions of Soviet presence end sunnort
for the Ambs.

A. Elace June 1967, Soviet flest units hove made prolonged
vigits to Alaxandrie end Port Said in the UAR as ueil ag frequent
vislts to latokia in Byria. In addition, Soviet TU-16 Jet wedium
bombers have made flights‘to the UAR and Syria.

1. Thece vicits provids viséble evidence of Boviet
cupport for the Arabs, and serve as a deterrent to

Icreell attacks egainct port and other facilitifes whers

the Soviets are present.

¢ 2. There 1s evidence that the Soviets have used

Egyptian fa;ilities for intelligéncg activities in the

area. '

S. Tua Boviet Union 18 using celected fecilities in the
UAR fpr support of its fleet operatlons, althougn it apparently
15 not iaterested in establishing forzmal base righta.

1. These facilities include a fuel storage sito at

Port Said, and a naﬁal repair focility at Alexandria.

2. Tae Boviets reportedly are overseoing the operation
of the Al-Xobbardl ship coustruction and yepalr facilitics
at Alexzndria, and will purchase some of the ccmmercial

vesgals the yard produces.




IZI.  The military resupply situation in the individual Areb

countrices chapes up briefly as follous:

A. Exyst, the major Arab wilitary ceatendor, hos restcred

ite jet fighter laventory to aluoct €5 percent of i4s pre-war level
ané no¥w nos b.ardened shelters for virtually ell its fighters. Its
bozber ead ground egquimscnt sirenath ap;imachca pre~June levele.:
Kaval streagth has been azg—:;néatcd through roplacemen® of ecma
older destroyers and subwmarines and through increaced holdings
of guided miszi{le patrol boate. Both alr and coagtal Cefenses
have been improved. | ' ’

B. Syria haz 116 Jet figaters compared with its pPre-var
85 end cam house all its Jet fighterc {n hardened shelters.
Lczees in tanks ang xﬁont other ground force qquir::cnt kave been
largely replaced. K

C. Algerla has replaced all L) of the Jet Tighters and
7 of the 12 light bombers sent to the UAR during tke June hostilitics.
Tac 50 tanks transferred to the UAR in June have been replaced and
inveatories of thece and other ground forces equirment are
approximately the came ac pre-war.

2. Irzq now has 130 Jet righters ccrpared to ¢ pre-wur
total orA9S. Most other categorics of zilitary equipment slco are
estinated to be above pre-var levels -- in Xrt e result of

contlinued deliverice under Dre-var agreemente,

I




E. Jordan, cseriously weakened by the war and post war
actions, has shunned Soviet arms aid offers and rezains significantly
weaker than Befém t‘n‘e var. Its fighter sirength has been cut in

- half, it h2s 100 fewer tanks, and decidedly smaller smounts of

artillery and other ground forces equimment.
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